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Dear Residents 
We hope you are keeping well and safe during these challenging times.  One important aspect to our altered lives is that more of us are now working from home, our children have been learning on-line and we have been relying on access to the internet for more of our entertainment.  All of these require better internet connection speeds and bandwidth which is a challenge in our rural environment.
We have been doing some research into what action we can take to improve the outlook for our Parish.  The latest technology available is called “Fibre to the Premises” (FTTP), a solution which can provide a much faster and more reliable internet connection.  In addition, there is a government scheme called the “Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme” which provides grants of up to £1500 to individual households and up to £3500 to small and medium sized businesses (which includes sole traders) for communities like ours.  The way this works is by the community coming together to set up a “Community Fibre Partnership”, in our case this would be with Openreach, which is the only organisation which currently installs fibre-based services to our area.
The Parish Council have discussed this and agreed to coordinate the activity required to establish if a viable solution can be achieved.  Contact has been made with Openreach’s Community Fibre Partnerships Team and the next step is to find out who in the Parish might be interested in such a scheme.  Once we have an idea of numbers, Openreach can then work out an indicative cost to implement a Fibre to the Premises (FTTP) solution for our community; that will establish the extent to which the Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme would be needed to cover the Community’s share of the costs.  Please bear in mind that the areas of the Parish where interest from residents and businesses is high are those where Openreach are most likely to be able to provide an economically viable solution.  More information is available at  https://www.openreach.com/fibre-broadband/community-fibre-partnerships.
An advantage the Parish has is that the County Council have confirmed that it is funding deployment of FTTP to Colby School which means that Openreach has to install expensive Gigabit capable fibre infrastructure in the area.  As the County Council have pointed out to us, once such infrastructure is installed into a community it allows the immediate area to become more commercially viable to expand Gigabit Broadband further.
If you are interested in looking further into this, all you need to do at this stage is supply your name, address and telephone number to the clerk of the Parish Council, Mo Anderson-Dungar; please also advise if there is a business or charity at your address.  The contact details are on the Parish Council website at https://www.colby-banningham-pc.gov.uk/contact-us and in the heading above.  Your contact details will only be used for this project and it would help considerably if you could also provide an email address so that we can keep you up to date with progress.
By expressing an interest at this stage, please be assured that there is absolutely no obligation or commitment to progress to the next stage; we are simply expressing a community interest.  If you are dissatisfied with your current Broadband speed or simply want to consider future proofing your connection, please support this Community Partnership project.
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